Beyond Point – Counterpoint

To break the stalemate of diametrically opposed positions, ask yourself these questions:

· Does the stalemate go beyond the stated positions?

· Distrust.

· Personal animus.

· Self-righteousness.

· Are the proposed solutions the sticking point?

· Both parties concede the problem in private but balk at each other solutions.
· E.g., Out of wedlock births. Both sides concede this problem, but holding the mother exclusively responsible will win no converts from feminists.
· Is my opponent an “IT” or a “THOU”?

· Is my opponent a mere object, a stick figure (e.g., Right wing loony, bleeding heart liberal) that I manipulate for my own ends?

· Or is my opponent a fellow human being, with a sense of moral duty and purpose, who can react and interact with me?
· How would I act in my opponent’s place?

· If we could magically change places and beliefs, would I argue his/her position along similar lines?
· If yes, there is merit in the opposing argument.
· Will I help carry my opponent’s load?

· If, say, we agree that school choice is the best way to educate our children, will we ensure that sufficient funds exist for both public and private schools? 
· Have I taken the long view?

· If I win my argument, but make an implacable enemy, what have I gained?
· Opponents today can be allies tomorrow. 

